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and into its first office located on the corner of 
Lee and Bank Street in Decatur, changing its 
format from a magazine to a tabloid news-
paper. 

In 1983, Speakin’ Out News merged with 
The Weekly News, published by Professor 
L.C. Jamar, Sr., and changed the company 
name to Speakin’ Out Weekly News. Fol-
lowing the merger, Speakin’ Out Weekly News 
relocated its office to Huntsville, Ala. The for-
mat was again changed from a tabloid to a 
broad sheet newspaper and remains so today. 

From its inception, Speakin’ Out covered 
politics, the arts, business, and health issues. 
The editorial content was geared toward the 
African American community. Its unique opin-
ions and balanced reporting has helped attract 
a large subscriber base. In fact, the news-
paper currently boasts a weekly readership in 
excess of 80,000. 

Furthermore, Speakin’ Out has established 
itself as a community partner in North Ala-
bama. It hosts and sponsors numerous events 
each year. Speakin’ Out has also established 
the North Alabama Journalism Center, its non- 
profit entity, serving as an educational and 
professional haven for students with an inter-
est in communications. The center collabo-
rates with surrounding colleges and univer-
sities to provide a venue for students to gain 
practical instruction. The center also offers an 
after school tutorial program, Starting Smarter, 
for students K–12. 

Mr. Speaker, Speakin’ Out Weekly News 
has given a voice to African-Americans in my 
community and has established itself as a reli-
able source of community events, news, and 
opinions. I appreciate the publication’s impar-
tial reporting, the hard work of its reporters, 
and its strong commitment to our community. 

Mr. Speaker, over the weekend of August 
13th and 14th, Speakin’ Out held a community 
wide celebration in honor of its silver anniver-
sary. I rise today to join them in their celebra-
tion and to congratulate them on this exciting 
milestone. 
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Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions of my friend Jim 
Brazelton, who recently retired from his posi-
tion as Stanislaus County District Attorney. 

Jim began his career as a military police-
man assigned to the White House Security 
Detail. In 1963, he joined the City of Bakers-
field Police Department where he served as a 
patrolman, motorcycle officer and detective. 
Five years later, Jim accepted a position with 
the City of Orange’s police department where 
he worked his way through the ranks of patrol-
man, detective, watch commander, SWAT 
Commander and Sergeant. During his time 
there, he attended Western State University’s 
College of Law in Anaheim, California. Upon 
graduating in 1974, Jim left the department 
and practiced law for the next 11 years. 

In 1985, Jim came to the Stanislaus County 
District Attorney’s Office where he served in 

the felony trial division. As Senior Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney, he was responsible for the pros-
ecution of many high-profile homicide cases. 
In January of 1993, Jim was named Chief 
Deputy District Attorney for the Felony Supe-
rior Court Division. In August of 1995, he was 
named Chief Deputy District Attorney of Ad-
ministration. 

In March 1996, Jim was appointed by the 
Stanislaus County Supervisors to fill the unex-
pired term of the retiring District Attorney. Dis-
trict Attorney Brazelton ran unopposed in the 
1998 and 2002 elections. 

In addition to his duties as District Attorney, 
Jim is a member of the local Police Officer’s 
Association, where he has served both on the 
board and as president, as well as the 
Stanislaus County Association of Law Enforce-
ment Executives where he served as presi-
dent in 2000. In 2001, he was appointed by 
State Attorney General Bill Lockyer to serve 
on his Blue Ribbon SWAT Team Practices 
Commission. He has served as a member of 
the Board of Directors for the California Dis-
trict Attorneys Association, was on their Cap-
ital Litigation Committee for several years, and 
often lectures at their conferences. 

For the past several years, Jim has been an 
active and valued member of several worth-
while community organizations. He was an Ex-
ecutive Board member of Fight Crime-Invest in 
Kids and is on the board of the Carol Sund/ 
Carrington Memorial Reward Foundation. 

District Attorney James Brazelton has been 
dedicated to public safety and service for 
more than 40 years. For the past 20 years, he 
has vigorously and effectively sought to pro-
tect the citizens of Stanislaus County and to 
ensure justice for the victims of crime. I ask 
my colleagues in the House to join me in 
thanking Mr. Brazelton for his dedicated serv-
ice to the public and wish him the very best 
in the years to come. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the superior academic performance 
of Taliah C. Lawson, a recipient of this year’s 
Presidential Freedom Scholarship. Thirteen 
students in the 26th Congressional District are 
receiving this special recognition. 

This award recognizes outstanding service 
and citizenship initiatives by the students who 
were nominated, and provides an opportunity 
to acknowledge their leadership. Administered 
by Learn and Serve America, the scholarship 
provides $500 in Federal funds, matched with 
$500 from a community organization or busi-
ness obtained for the student by their high 
school or Boys and Girls Club. Winners must 
have completed at least 100 hours of commu-
nity service, either through a school-based 
service learning program or independently 
through service at a nonprofit or faith-based 
organization. 

Taliah is a member of the Boys and Girls 
Club of Cooke County Teen Center. This or-
ganization also contributed matching funds 
worth $500. 

Over 38,000 students to date have received 
this award and I extend my sincere congratu-
lations to Taliah C. Lawson for being one of 
them. This student’s contribution and services 
should serve as inspiration to those who wish 
to make a positive difference in the lives of 
others. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize two outstanding constituents of 
Missouri’s Sixth Congressional District: Helen 
and Harry Danks of Grundy County, Missouri. 
Helen and Harry will celebrate their 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary on December 23, 2005. 

Helen and Harry Danks were married on 
December 23, 1945 in Memphis, Tennessee. 
At the time, Harry was serving our country at 
Millington Naval Air Station in Millington, Ten-
nessee and Helen was working at the Oak 
Ridge Bomb Plant in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
Incidentally, Helen worked at Oak Ridge Bomb 
Plant at the same time that Fat Man and Little 
Boy were made. 

Helen and Harry Danks have been out-
standing citizens of Grundy County and North-
west Missouri. They have operated the family 
farm for over 50 years, and are dedicated and 
active members of their church and commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Helen and Harry Danks. Their 
marriage of 60 years is inspirational, and I am 
honored to represent them in the United 
States Congress. 
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Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Stepfamily 
Association of America (SAA) and recognize 
their efforts as they celebrate their annual 
Stepfamily Day on September 16, 2005. 

Over the past nine years the SAA, our Na-
tion’s largest stepfamily organization, has 
worked diligently to provide outreach to 
stepfamilies and to those who work with them. 
The SAA offers information, education, and 
support to stepfamilies across the country to 
ensure that they have the proper tools to build 
and maintain strong families. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the SAA and to acknowledge the annual 
Stepfamily Day. It is an honor to represent the 
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania 
and a pleasure to salute an organization like 
the Stepfamily Association of America. 
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